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Vakhtang Maghradze
The Form of the Equative Case
Summary

In literary Georgian (since the time of the old written monuments)

the equative case marker with consonant-base nouns is -ad while it is -8

with vowel-base words. However, in the texts and oral dialects of XVII-

XVIII centuries the voiceless variant of -d emerges (with consonant-base

words having -at and vowel base words having -t). Under the influence of

the dialects, the endings -at and -t enter the literary language as well.
The following rules should be taken into consideration when using
the equative case marker:

1. The equative case marker should be -ad with the consonant-base
words while it should be -d with vowel-base nouns, e.g. kacad (not
kacat), kargad (not kargat), mcared (not mcaret), mecxred (not
mecxret), rad (not rat), etc.

2. A part of words (namely, adverbs) that are derived by the
instrumental case marker or include t in the base should be written
with t and not d, e.g. garet, zemot (// zevit), kvemot (//kvevit), cinat,
uket, albat, Signit.

Note: The form wunebliet should be considered to be correct in the
traditionally established expression ‘nebsit tu enebliet”.
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