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Maka Labartkava

On Spelling the Postpositions -mde, -mdis in Modern Georgian

Summary

The paper discusses the cases of using the postpositions -mde,
-mdis in the modern Georgian language. These postpositions are added to
a nominal in the equative case and express the limits of an action in space
and time. The postpositions -mde, -mdis are presented in “The Georgian
Orthographic Dictionary” as follows: “-mde // -mdis tandebuli (mag.:
kalakamde // kalakamdis, naxvamdis)”.

According to the norms of the modern Georgian literary language,
in old Georgian the element d of the equative case was mainly maintained
before the postposition -mde // -mdis (e.g. dye-d-mde /| dye-d-mdis, saxl-
ad-mde, etc.) but it disappeared very soon. Naturally, the situation is the
same in modern Georgian. The element a of the equative case marker is
only preserved in the consonant-base nominals (sax/-a-mde). In the old
Georgian literary language both variants -mde and -mdis of this
postposition were found though the first one was more common. In the
literary language of XVI-XVIII, the list of these variants were added by
-mden, -mdena, -mdi, -mdin, -mdina, -mdisin, -mdisina that have still
been preserved in the dialects and some of them can be found in the
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language of the writers of the second half of XIX century. The situation is
similar in the literary Georgian language today — the variants -mde, -mdis
are almost equally widespread.

Due to the changes in the language, one of the standard forms may
become more passive and even less used.

In this regard, several lexical units having the postpositions -mde
and -mdis have been examined based on the Georgian National Corpus
and the Georgian Language Corpus and it has been confirmed that the
lexical units having the postposition -mde are larger in number than the
ones with the postposition -mdis.

The article discusses the cases of using the above-mentioned
postpositions in the goodbye phrases (naxvamdis, xvalamdis). We think
that in “The Georgian Orthographic Dictionary” the postpositions -mde,
-mdis should be presented in this way: -mde [// - mdis).
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