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Nino Jorbenadze

Deriving Adjectives from Nouns Ending with ma- that Have
the Greek Origin

Summary

When deriving adjectives from the nouns that have the Greek
origin and end with ma-, only the suffix -ur should be used out of the
suffixes -iur and -ur, e.g. pragmat-ul-i and not pragmat-i-ul-i, somat-ur-i
and not somat-i-ur-i, pnevmat-ur-i and not pnevmat-i-ur-Ii, etc.

1. If an adjective is a borrowing and the corresponding nouns with the
ending ma- is not found in Georgian, the suffix is added to the base
with the element at in Georgian, e.g. pragmat-ul-i, somat-ur-i, etc.

2. When a foreign noun enters the Georgian language, the base of a
noun established in the Georgian language should be used to derive an
adjective, e.g. drama — dramuli, prizma — prizmuli, etc. As an
exception, the base of a foreign adjective can also be used if this word
formation is dominant in the literary language. In this case, deriving
an adjective from the base of a borrowed noun in parallel is quite
permissible, e.g. drama— dramatuli /dramull.

In addition, in modern Georgian there is a tendency to establish a
nuanced contextual difference between the latter type of parallel forms or
to distribute them into certain types of constructions.

In order to differentiate the above-mentioned parallel forms in
Georgian, systematic and statistical research should be carried out and
new recommendations for norms should be offered.
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