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Medea Ghlonti

Initials in Georgian
On Spelling Georgian Personal Names

Summary

The paper analyzes the nature and the functions of the Georgian
historical and modern rules of word clipping, in particular, Georgian
centuries-old etiquettes of addressing and mentioning. We discuss
Georgianized Russian forms such as vasi/ ivanic¢ — vasili ivanes ze and the
motivation of writing personal names with initials in the Georgian
language.

We also raise a question of the propriety of writing Georgian
personal names with initials, namely, the interrelation of Georgian
historical model of mentioning someone’s name and the initials of
personal names as well as the specific functionality of initials in the
Georgian written speech.
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