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Nino Khakhiashvili
On the Semantics of the Word mtiebi

Summary

The word mtiebihas discordant meanings in the dictionaries of the
old Georgian language. On the one hand, ciskris varskviavi “the morning
star”, ganmanatlebeli “an educator”, mozyvarni eklesiisani “priests” and on
the other hand mtavari esmakta/ mtiebi bneli “the leader of the devils”. At
the first glance, it seems strange but mtiebi or “the leader of the devils”
(according to Sulkhan-Saba — “mtiebi bnel”) in old texts contains the
biblical knowledge and represent the remains of religious thinking (This
knowledge is universal as it is reflected in the folklores and mythologies of
all the peoples of the world like the story of the Flood).

The word mtiebi acquired the negative meaning “the leader of the
devils” in the Georgian literature under the influence of Jerome’s Latin
translation of “Vulgate” and is established in the Georgian language.
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