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Tamar Sukhishvili

Artist-i: Stage Performer or Painter?
Summary

Georgian dictionaries define the foreign loanword artist-7 as a French
borrowing adopted into Georgian from Russian that denotes a stage
performer, mainly an actor. However, recent observations show that the
meaning of a film/theatre actor gradually disappears while the meaning of
a stage performer (a musician, an instrumentalist, a singer, etc.) takes its
place. At the same time the use of the word artist-7 as an artist, a painter
(mostly creator of contemporary art) becomes very frequent. This
meaning is not attested in the dictionaries of the Georgian language.
Artist-i having the meaning of an artist/a painter is borrowed from the
English language. It appeared by the end of the 1990-s in the argot of art
professionals and its use spreads into the colloquial language. The review
of the examples found in the Georgian print media suggests that the
loanword artist-i shows inclination to polysemy (artist-i — a stage
performer; a painter). The possibility of the international loanword artist-1
in Georgian to denote professionals working in various fields of art (music,
painting, literature, etc.) and hence, to become a synonym of the Georgian
term khelovan-i (artist in general) cannot be excluded.
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