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Vazha Shengelia

Some Issues of Adyghe (Circassian) Phoneme Transliteration

Summary

In the Adyghe (Circassian) languages six rising diphthongs are
distinguished: in the Circassian alphabets — g, e, &, ya, 0, y (in the Latin
transcription ja, j4, jo, wa, wi, wo); two of these diphthongs must be
transliterated into two simple vowels — @ — 0, y — ¢ in Georgian and
four of them must be transliterated into the vowel clusters & — 05, € —
09, ya —> 35,0 —> ¢)9.

In the Kabardian (Kabardian-Circassian) literary language there are
four phonemes different from the Adyghe literary language: labiodentals —
the aspirate ¢ and the harsh &, the pharyngeal harsh mute ks and kmy;
they will be transliterated into the phonetically relatively close
consonants —¢ - @, & — 3, kb — ¢ or the consonant cluster — ksy — ¢3.
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