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Vazha Shengelia

Transliteration of Circassian Personal Names
in Georgian. II. Plosives

Summary

The issue of transliteration is topical, especially, with respect to
toponyms and anthroponyms. The published papers of the recent years
discussed transliteration of Circassian (Adyghe) vowels, sonorants and
spirants. We are interested in plosives.

Georgian and Circassian are characterized by the triple system of
plosives (Bzhedug and Shapsug dialects are exceptions as they have
quadruple systems). In these languages the number of plosive phonemes is
different. The modern Georgian literary language has 16 plosives while
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Circassian has 24 (G. Rogava). There is no difficulty in transliterating 12
consonants of 4 sets of plosives in Georgian b ppdttzcc 3¢ ¢).
Transliteration of the specific Circassian plosives should be subjected to
the rules, in particular:

1. Labialized consonants should be transliterated as a consonant
cluster — a consonant + v (Circass. 3°, ¢°, g°, k°, k° - Geo. 3v, cv, gv, kv, kv);

2. Intensive sibilants are transliterated in the same way as common
sibilants (Circass. 3, ¢¢, & — Geo. %, ¢, €);

3. Circassian pharyngeal plosive q and its labialized variant q°
should be transliterated as x and xv (The facts indicate that the basic q
became x in most cases in modern Georgian and the dialects);

4. Circassian laryngeal plosives (spirantoids) are considered to be
secondary and derived from pharyngeal plosives (cf. Megrelian-Laz
situation: *q > ’). They should be transliterated as phonetically close
plosives (Circass. 9 9° - Geo. g, gv).

The illustrative material associated to transliteration will be
presented in the paper.
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