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Vakhtang Maghradze
Why Do We Impoverish Our Language?

Summary

A lexical composition is most easily changeable in a language. Old
words fall out of a language while new words are created and established.
New words exceed old ones. Thus, in this process a language vocabulary is
enriched. A lexical composition changes continuously. The constant
growth of industry and agriculture, trade and transport, technology and
science requires a language vocabulary to be filled with new words and
expressions that are necessary for them to function properly.

Some words change their meanings over time or sometimes they
expand them that often leads to creating inappropriate syntagms, as if they
gain new meanings but in fact they impoverish language at the expanse of
expelling and losing other words. The adjective magari
“durable/strong/cool/solid” and the verbal form gaketeba “to do/to make”
have recently expanded the areas of use. That’s why, in some widely used
syntagms they became a kind of lexical stamps — lost their main functions
and became a part of such syntagms where they are totally unacceptable.
We think that overloading words with extra meanings is unjustifiable.
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