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Maka Labartkava

On Spelling Words with the Postpositions -zeds, -zed, -ze and
the Particles -ve and -c(a)

Summary

The paper analyzes the spelling of words with the postpositions
-zeda, -zed, -ze according to the Georgian National Language Corpus and
Google Search engine. We distinguish two types of cases a) when a word
with the said postpositions is not added by a particle (mtaze, mtazed,
mtazeda “over the mountain”) and b) when it is added by the particles
-c(a) and -ve, e. g. romelzec, cf.: romelzedac; imazec, cf.. imazedac;
tkvenzeve, cf.: tkvenzedve; cemzeve, cf.: cemzedve, etc.

Among the above-mentioned postpositions -zed, -zeda, -ze the

postposition -ze should be considered as the only appropriate form in
modern Georgian that is confirmed by the statistical data of the forms
attested in GNLC and Google Search.

“The Norms” gives the following rule about the forms with the
particle -ve: “When we add the particle -ve to a word, we should use the
old variant -zed without a final vowel (mtazedve, mifazedve and not
mtazeve, mifazeve)” [The Norms 1986: 103].

The data of GNLC and Google Search makes it clear that the forms
with the postposition -ze that are added by the particle -ve exceed the
forms with the postposition -zed and the particle -ve. Thus, we should
consider both types of the forms to be appropriate: -zedve // -zeve
(romelzedve // romelzeve, évenzedve // &venzeve, etc.).

According to the norms of the modern Georgian literary language
“When we add the particle -c(a) to a word, the old variant -zeda should
remain unchanged (mtazedac, miazedac, and not mtazec, mi¢azec)” [The
Norms 1986: 102].

The form with the particle -¢(a) and the postposition -zeda cannot be

the only appropriate form as it is stated in the norms of the modern
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Georgian literary language. According to the data of GNLC and Google
Search, the forms with the postposition -ze that are added by the particle
-ca exceed the forms with the postposition -zed and the particle -ca. Thus,
both of the forms are right: zedac // zec (romelzedac // romelzec,

¢venzedac // &venzec).
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