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Gucha Kvaratskhelia
Semiotics of Melancholy with Baratashvili

Summary

Baratashvili’s melancholy is the hidden side of his philosophy and
the constant companion of his love. Specialists of psychoanalysis say that
there is no psychic phenomenon without an inclination for melancholy
and great people are characterized by great sadness.

Iona Meunargia ends his essay “Life and Poetry of Nikoloz
Baratashvili” with these words: “If I had attended the meeting where they
decided what to write on N. Baratashvili’s tombstone, I would advise to
write the words by Chilled Harold — After funeral I would live with my
sadness”.

The sadness of Baratashvili as well as of Byron is a part of the so-
called the world’s sadness. They have common revealing features that
despite the similarity, still individually create semiotic systems of the
poets. It may be possible that melancholy is the only thing that is worth
writing poetry about.

Melancholy that is the fundamental mood of depression is expressed
by different forms and components of negative feelings. The poet’s sadness
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is the basis of his speech, his culture. It is easy to imagine the masochistic
risks of such a culture. The author can collect the festive moments from it.
Based on his own suffering, he manipulates with subjects and signs.

The whole universe is the integrity of these signs and a man tries to
perceive it since his birth. That is why perceiving, studying and creating
these signs last throughout his whole life.

N. Baratashvili’s intellectual space is full of different semiotic worlds
that we have presented in the paper as completely as possible. Here we
can name some of them according to the dominant signs: anxiety;
suffering; loneliness; nostalgic connection with his childhood; search for
his own fate; unavailing life of the high society; philosophical judgment;
the vanity of the world and the desire to go beyond the borders of the
earthly life; the personality of the poet; failure of relationships with
women; the father’s factor; the uncle’s factor.

I. Kristeva says “According to Aristotle great people are
characterized by melancholy. Melancholy with a poised genius becomes
equal to the anxiety of a man “being in entity”. In it we can see
Heidegger’s prophetic “alert of thoughts” and Schelling’s “essence of
human nature”, a sign of human sympathy for the nature. Thus, because
of excess of humanity, a philosopher should be melancholic”.

Perhaps all these explain Nikoloz Baratashvili’s inclination for
philosophical thinking.
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