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Gucha Kvaratskhelia

Speech Culture and Anti-Culture
Summary

Anti-culture is an anti-social phenomenon and if it is widely spread
it harms public morals, threatens the country, its unity and normal
development. It refers to all the areas of human activities but it is
especially important for writing as a writer’s language has always been
considered as an exemplary language and should be considered as the
same in the future!

This kind of cultural-assessing understanding of a language confronts
the understanding that considers a language as just the tool of knowledge
and information exchange. Such an attitude is expressed in the English
concept of “Standard Language” according to which the most important
quality of a literary language is not only efficiency, rationality and
universality but also wealth, expression, figurativeness and creativity.
These qualities are really essential and therefore it has the universal
access, reliability and regularity but a simple tool has the said attributes as
well while our linguistic tradition has never discussed a language as only a
tool of relation, it always considered the mother tongue as the treasure of
the spiritual values of a nation.

“Sometimes they say that a writer creates a language. This should be
understood not directly but in a figurative sense. No need to recreate the
language created by people. But we have the right to say that the ones
who enrich a language and sometimes give it a direction are first of all
writers and also scientists and the authors of books” (V. Topuria).

The intended normalization of a language serves the stabilization
and unification of a literary language but of course this should not cause
leveling of a language and should not deepen the difference between oral
and written norms of a language; the functional and stylistic differences
should be maintained by the preservation of variants.

The ones who are unfamiliar with these issues think that the
normalization of a language limits a writer and makes his language
characterless and that the frames of norms impede the natural flaw of a
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language. They forget that a norm is an integral attribute of a language at
every stage of its existence. If it was not so, it would be impossible to
understand. On the contrary, a writer does his duties without limits in the
world of the normalized language — he creates the correct conception
about the abilities of the mother tongue for people that is not easily
achieved in chaos and confusion.

The paper discusses one of the special responsibilities of a writer
towards his own people and mother tongue that is taking care of the
preservation of the cognitive identity of the native language. The
cognitive difference between languages is a phenomenon in which and by
which the national outlook is reflected and the individual picture of the
universe is created. The cognitive identity of each language is a universal
wealth that is threatened by the globalization and its preceding and
following standardization. The linguistic standardization eliminates
linguistic differences and withers the national memory away, so we need a
reasonable moderation.
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