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Rita Jaiani

On the Tendencies of Literary Translation in
Modern Georgia

Summary

Translation is considered as one of the ancient professions. The
reason is that there has always been a need for communication between
people conditioned by social, economic, religious or intercultural
interests.

The historical roots of the Georgian literary translation take us to
the distant past. Georgians translated literary works because they found
answers to the difficult and vital questions they had. They put the
national spirit and consciousness into the translation but kept the essential
side of original works as well. Sometimes translation was so changed that
one would think it was an original work. Georgian translators often used
the method of adequate translation but in most cases, they developed the
tendency of altering and “Georgianizing” original works, especially the
literature of the Persian world such as “Visramiani”, “Baramguriani”,
“Kilila and Damana” where Georgian translators changed customs and
traditions, beliefs and other details that were not acceptable for the
Georgian society.

In the late 18" and the early 19" centuries Georgian translators
became interested in European literature (“Voltairiana”, “Shakespeariana”
etc. in Georgia) that was an important stage of the formation of Georgian
literature.

Currently the Georgian translation school goes along the road to
Europeanization. A number of public figures of XVIII-XIX centuries who
provided us with European literature through the Russian language (with
rare exceptions) stood at the beginning of this road. Today literature is
translated from the original.

The situation has changed dramatically over past 10 years. The
Georgian book market, publishing houses, etc. have been developed that
raises the need for translation activities. This is a big progress after the
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standstill of the 90s. It can be said that this is one of the advantages that
appear as a result of the country’s independence and its responsibilities.

We should also mention the modern trend in Georgia that is the
boom of the contemporary Turkish culture which is reflected in the
increasing number of Turkish TV series on Georgian TV channels and the
huge popularity of the works by Turkish writer Orhan Pamuk. What can
be the reason that made Georgian readers interested in Turkish literature?

Thus, based on the translated literary monuments the area of the
cultural relations of Georgians was the Eastern world while in the new
centuries it was Russia and Europe. Over the last few years the area of
Georgia’s cultural relations has significantly expanded and covered a
number of countries around the world.

The tradition of the Georgian translation has a centuries-old
history. It played a major role in the development of not only the
literary translation but also Georgian literature in general.
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