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Nino Jorbenadze
Shota Rustveli vs Shota Rustaveli

Summary

Modern Georgian has been witnessing a longstanding debate over
which form — Rustveli or Rustaveli — should be considered as a more
proper personal name for great Georgian poet Shota Rustaveli.

It is commonly known that, in his work, the author refers to himself
as “Rustvel” (the poem lists only three instances of the name, all three in a
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compressed form). All written sources created before the 18% c. also
confirm the compressed form (Rustveli) of the name of the great poet.

The introduction of the form “Rustavel” dates back to Anton
Catholikos’ time (through his personal endeavors), and is currently, in
fact, a dominant form.

Akaki Shanidze, an eminent Georgian linguist, has also devoted a
lengthy article to this question in which he argues in favour of “Rustvel”
(as being the original and initial form).

The contemporary data, however, record the uncompressed form
(Rustavel), as already noted above, as dominant. What has caused this
modification and why has the uncompressed form (Rustavel) become so
universally established? The reason is simple: pursuant to the rules of
modern Georgian phonotactics (which are different from the rules of the
old and middle Georgian phonotactics), “Rustaveli” is a more correct form
(the sound sequence “stv” in the stem “Rustvel” has become unnatural for
present-day Georgian). Another factor conducive to the enforcement of
“Rustavel” is that the latter (1), as a matter of fact, is not a proper name
but the poet’s personal name and (2) is related to the toponym “Rustav”,
also existing at present, the name of origin derived from which and
widespread in modern Georgian is “Rustaveli” (rather than “Rustveli”).

So, which form is actually correct: Shota Rustveli or Shota Rustaveli?

According to the principles underlying the formation of the norms
of the Georgian language, in the case of the contending phenomena,
priority shall be granted to the one that:

1. Is more widespread in literary Georgian;

2. Is justified both from the etymological and morphological point of
view;

3. Is acceptable in relation to the complexes inherent in the Georgian
language...

Under the above clauses, the form “Rustavel” that has already forced
its way into the language and has gained a considerable advantage in the
everyday language as well as in scientific, artistic or other works is also
considered as perfectly legal and appropriate.

182



