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Nino Jorbenadze

Towards the Issue of the Term ,orthographic* and
Qualification and Classification of Dictionaries

Summary

Not withs tanding the well-established and at first glance, common,
universal systems for all the languages, following from its own nature,
each language makes corrections in it. From this standpoint, the
noteworthy issues are the use of the term orthographic and in general,
different qualifications-classifications of orthographic, normative and
explanatory dictionaries in the different languages.

At first glance, the structure principles of the explanatory and
orthographic dictionaries should be similar and the terms should be
explained similarly. But it is not so. Again following from its distinct
nature, each language system gives a different classification-qualification
of these terms (and dictionaries).

In Russian and other languages an explanatory dictionary has
function of normativeness along with explanation. The main purpose of
an orthographic dictionary is to make pronunciation and spelling
compliance with each other based on the set rules. Therefore,
orthographic dictionaries of these languages contain dialectal forms and
have no ambition of normativeness. All these are caused by the large
variations between pronunciation and spelling in the languages of this
type. Origin of the concept orthography was determined by the need of
this difference and regulation.

Due to the absence of this problem, a different situation occurs in
Georgian. Many dialectal forms are included in the explanatory
dictionary. As regard an orthographic dictionary has clearly defined
normative character. It is specially mentioned in the dictionary
introduction, which specifies that it mostly includes phonetic and
morphological (I would add the syntactic!) forms and word-combinations.
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