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Lela Tsikhelashvili

Again on One Issue of the Modern Georgian Literary

Language Norming: mivscer or mivcer, vhkitxav or vkitxav?
(diachronic analysis)

Summary

According to the laws and regulations of the modern Georgian
literary language, when in a verb along with III person indirect object
there occurs I person subject, the followings are considered to be equal
parallel forms: mivscer/mivcer, Sevséivleb/Sevéivleb, vhkitxav/vkitxav,
vhq ,avar/vq, avar, $evhgebebivar/$evgebebivar and others.

In the Georgian verb structure, this is the only case when prefix-
morphemes of two persons are represented simultaneously, by what the
»prefix mono-personalism“ principal characteristic of Georgian, in general,
is violated (7. Gamgrelidze). Such forms are sourced from the old
khanmet (the use of superfluous kh) texts in different ranking. In the
forms of Sex@iabt [Bolnis. inscr)], x@arcmunot [Khan. Lects.] type, the
reinterpretationof a prefix Si/*x@-/ into combination of prefixes Os/x-/ and
S1-/ is secondary (T. Gamqrekidze). According to the law of inclination
to uni-formation of a system acting in a language, even in khanmeti texts
the trend of overcoming such ,prefix bi-personalism“ is observable that
was reflected in /x@-/>/v-/ (xQarcmunot > varcmunot) process, but
khanmeti character norm is still preserved in most part of ancient texts.

The process ongoing in I person subject forms of relative verbs is
identical to the changes ongoing in Passive Voice forms with i- prefix
among absolute verbs (simplified form with v- prefix vigav [Christ., 50:
23-24] occurs still in the khanmeti text of ,Martyr of St. Christina“
(5th c.). Relative forms with v- prefix of this type are attestedin khanmeti
Four Gospels (7th c.), khanmeti Miscellany (I half of the 8" c.) and
haemeti lectionary (8" c.). If Khanmeti Four Gospels there occurs parallel
formation (ganx@asxam [Luk. 11:20] // ganvasxemit [Math. 7:22]), in
khanmeti Miscellany and haemeti lectionary the forms with v-prefix gains
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a norm form ($evcirot [khanm. Misc., 131:18], ganvibavet [khanm. Misc.,

8:12], movimki [haem. 385:6] and others.).

An uni-formation process acting in a language is still hindered by a
davhtesi [haem. 385:1] form revealed in haemeti lectionary which
manifests both personal prefixes having a new ranking. It is the only form
confirmed in haemeti fragment and that first one with different ranks of
personal markers revealed during the existence of the Georgian literary

language and which sourced parallel formation of vhkitxe // vkitxe,
vstxove // vtxove type.

In the relative forms of I pers. subject of the written sources of the
Middle Georgian is diverse. A prefix h- // s- is sometimes evidenced in
those casesin which there is no morphological grounds for its occurring

(gardamovstkvi [, The knigh. in the panther’s skin“, 9: 3 E], gavhkveto
[,Shahname®, 624: 1], etc.). In this regard diversity is observable in the
literary Georgian of the 19™ century as well. Only in the 1860-ies, at Ilia’s
initiative thesimplification of this ,,complex“ prefix began and to the forms
with v-prefix was given priority.

In fact, in the Modern Georgian literature the markers of Os™
person at S1 personal marker are no longer used. This urgent issue has been
and was raised in the linguistic literature (V. Topuria, I. Imnaishvili...)
many times and a long time ago, as well (I just tried to discuss the issue
from the diachronic standpoint). Since $evscire type forms are the passed
step for modern literary Georgian, it is preferably, this natural process
ongoing in the language should become norm (as it was carried out in the
8th century by aneditor-copyistof Khanmeti Miscellany) and the forms
with v-prefix should be rightly considered simplified, and the forms of

mivscer type should be rejected.
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