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Nodar Ardoteli

On the Transcription and Transliteration of the
Avar Consonants into Georgian

Summary

The present-day Avar practical alphabet, based on the Russian
graphics, contains 46 letters. Earlier, Arabic-based (the end of the 18®
century — 1928) and Roman-based (1928 —1938) alphabets were used. As
far as the present-day Avar alphabet does not reflect all the specific sounds
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or some redundant characters occur, it is deficient [Saidov 1949: 105-106;
Ataev 1996: 40-77].

It should be noted that there have been attempts in the Georgian
linguistic literature to overcome this shortcoming. Specifically, in the
table of the Georgian transcription symbols, the redundant characters are
omitted; on the other hand, it includes the characters for intensive sounds
[Chikobava, Tsertsvadze 1962: 16-21].

As different from the rather complex consonant system, the vocalism
of the Avar language is simple and mostly corresponds that of Georgian.
Therefore, the Avar vocal system can be easily transcribed and
transliterated into Georgian.

The consonantal system of Avar differs from its Georgian
counterpart in the absence of the bilabial ejective p’ and in the occurrence
of a number of specific series (intensive, laryngeal, back pharyngeal, front
velar x7, laryngeal ). It is obvious that the transliteration of specific Avar
sounds in a simple and adequate way is far from being an easy endeavor.
In particular, the diacritic » follows an appropriate character. Besides, the
same diacritic is used for a pharyngeal voiceless spirant h,, which, in the
special linguistic literature, has been substituted by - (h,) owing to its
confusion with a symbol for hardness [Chikobava, Tsertsvadze 1962:
40-41].

As for the Georgian spelling of the Avar laterals, inconsistencies
occur here as well. Specifically, the glottalized lateral is rendered by
means of the character ts, but the corresponding aspirates is transliterated

by means of the character I. It would be desirable to use the dental
aspirate t (t") instead of the sonorant, similarly to the use of d (d°) for the
voiced lateral [see Gigineishvili 1977: 9].

Laterals attract particular attention in transliterating specific Avar
sounds into Georgian. Specifically, the lateral affricated are transliterated
in the following way: I' (I) — tl, t (t») — fl. The lateral spirant I' is
transliterated in the similar way (Bezh. bilo ,wild animal“ > Geo. bitla ,a
male aurochs under five years“), leading to the coincidence and confusion
in the transliteration of the two phonemes. Due to its reflexization, the I
would better be transliterated as the cluster xl1 (hl). Besides, the
pharyngeal q is traditionally rendered as x, and the spirants of the same
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place of articulation are rendered respectively as @ — 0, h- —h. Sonants are
transliterated by means of either a corresponding character or a zero: j— 0
(i), w — v. As for the laryngeal stop ’, similarly to the pharyngeal spirant @,
it has no equivalent in Georgian and, hence, corresponds to a zero.
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